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Beneficial Advanced Biological Sampling Instructions 

Results are only as good as your sample 

1. Do not handle soil with bare hands. Wash hands thoroughly, or wear gloves before handling samples. 
 

2. Identify the area of concern and take a sample from that area. 
 

3. Take 5 to 10 samples from the area of concern; whether from a pile, beds, a field, or from smart pots, etc. 

 
4. Soil Sample:  Remove any debris or organic matter sitting on top of the soil.  Sample from the root zone of the 

plant (if unable to locate root zone, take samples from a 3-4-inch depth). 
 

5. Root Sample:  Include 10 inches of root material from the plants of interest.    
 

6.  Mix these samples in a container (i.e. clean bucket or bowl). 

7. Fill a gallon bag at least halfway.  Label bag with a sample name and date.  
 

8.  Do NOT close bag all the way; allow a small air hole so that your biology can breathe. 
 

9. Do NOT refrigerate, freeze or put your sample on ice. 

10. Keep your sample conditions as close to its natural environment as possible. 
 

11. When mailing via USPS, mail overnight Monday thru Wednesday.  Place open bag in a 
secondary bag.  Assure the secondary bag has sufficient air prior to closing. 
 

12. PLEASE carefully complete and sign the DBS Sample Order & Chain of Custody Form. 

We CANNOT process any orders or perform any tests with an incomplete order form. 

Be sure to select the test(s) you want performed and include your complete contact information.  Order forms 

can be found at the DBS office in Arcata, at one of our remote locations, or on our website at 

https://www.dbsanalytics.com. 

 

Be sure to include a completed DBS Sample Order & Chain of Custody Form with payment. The drop box is checked each 

morning—please be aware that Wednesday is the cutoff day to get samples to the lab on time.   

Please make checks or Money Orders Payable to DIRTY BUSINESS SOIL 

If you have additional questions, please submit them on the DBS website by selecting the Questions and 
Inquiries option located on the main page.  Thank you. 
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